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1924 Kissel Speedster
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

Katrina Disaster Relief
Annual ICCD Picnic
September 20, 2005

Winner, Vintage Car Category
16" Annual
LLESA Vintage Vehicle Show
September 15, 2005
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This 1909 Kissel 6-60 Semi-Racer with
monocle windshield and brass trim was
sold at auction in 2002 for $80,300 (Kughn
Collection, RM Auctions).

KISSEL MOTOR CAR
COMPANY

Founded 1906 by Louis Kissel
and Sons in Hartford,
Wisconsin, USA

Between 1906 and 1930,
Kissel produced about 35,000
hand-built cars

Produced from 1919 to 1928,
the “Gold Bug” Speedster
achieved significant notoriety

“GOLD BUG” OWNERS

Al Jolson, Mary Pickford,
Douglas Fairbanks, William S.
Hart (cowboy hero), Fatty
Arbuckle, Eddie Duchin, Greta
Garbo, Rudy Vallee, Amelia
Earhart, Ralph DePalma (race
car champion)

BUGSBY

1924 — Serial #55-4323
Speedster built in Hartford —
Sold by Kissel agent in
Rockhampton (Queensland,
Australia)

c.1965 — Bought by vintage
car enthusiast in Ipswich
(Queensland, Australia) —
Performs initial restoration

c.1970 — Bought by major
collector in Sydney (New
South Wales, Australia)

1976 — Acquired by Bill
Trollope, Sydney — Performs
bulk of current restoration

2005 — Acquired by Lynn and
Jeanne Kissel — Shipped
from Sydney to Oakland

N

1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (circa April
2005, Bill Trollope, Sydney)

1924 Kissel 6-55 Speedster (official
company photograph)

SPECIFICATIONS
Wheelbase ..........c.ccccvvvee 121~
Weight ............... 3000 Ib (est.)
Engine type ...... 6 cyl, L-head

Bore x Stroke ... 3%/16” % 51/g”
Displacement...265 cid (4.34 1)

Compression .................. 4.5:1
Power ...... 61 HP @ 2300 RPM
Performance 0-60 ............ 30 s
Electrical system ......... 6 VDC
Transmission ... 3 speed man.
Oil capacity ............ 10 U.S. qt.
Gas tank cap ......... 18 U.S. gal.

Brakes ... 2 wheel, mechanical
(optional 4 wheel, hydraulic)
Steering ...... split nut & screw
Tires ......cccoeveeen 5.25/5.50-20
Sheet metal ... 20 gauge body
18 gauge fenders

Cost new ......... starting $1795
(Ford Runabout ...... $265-350)
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